
Equipment and darkroom16

Chapter one

Equipment

and darkroom

Let’s start by stating the obvious; making ambrotypes 
requires us to use a large format camera. We should, 
however, remember that not all large format cameras are 
equally suitable for the purpose; it is a bit of a paradox, that 
quite frequently it will turn out that the better the camera, 
the less suitable for wetplate work it will be.
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In the 19th
 

With the passage of time and the development of photographic 

technology, the glass plate negative started to be replaced by sheet 

used alongside and the camera manufacturers responded by provid

glass plate negatives entirely and thus causing a change in the con

cameras. The former especially has a very user friendly holder de



Equipment and darkroom18

 

Mentor Studio and Mentor Panorama, 

coming from the same country  

as the Globica I have mentioned  

earlier, are among my favourite  
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conveniently opened, is an ideal solution 

eliminates the danger of damaging the deli

the plate into the holder or at the point of 

by removing its interior but this amounts to 

de facto destroying it.

Soviet made FKD cameras are an interest

ing alternative to the East German Globicas 

and Mentors. They are light and easy to 

transport, though not perfect either. First 

of all their holders are usually a little too 

enough room for a plate inside. Secondly, 

the cameras themselves are rather delicate 

and can be easily damaged, not to mention 
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1.  Field and studio cameras

the camera the necessary stability.

of a rotten compromise.

an integral part of the camera.


